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Elaphrus clairvillei. A second example taken June 24th, 1948 
within a few feet of the spot where I secured the first seems to confirm 
the ides that this overgrown wet terrain is a favored habitat of the 
species. Later in the summer the dense growth of Carex and Equisetum 
would make it difficult to collect specimens even if numbers should 
Geist theme. 


WHY LOCALITY LABELS? 


by Melville H. Batch 
Seattle, Wash. 


One of my students recently accused me of always looking at the 
locality label before attempting the identification of a beetle — of 
not being willing to give weight to the specimen itself apart from the 
place where it was collected. While such a charge is not, of course, 
literally true, it has sufficient substance to warrant a moment's re- 
flection. The modern taxonomist's interest in the locality label stems 
from his concept of the lower classificatory categories as populations. 
The locality label is the clue to the population of which the GxampUouen 
hand is a representative. The only way, for instance, to recognize for 
certain the geographical subspecies of a single example is in terms of 
the locality from which the specimen came (cf. Hatch, Reflections on the 
Subspecies, Ent. News LVIII, 1947, pp. 168-170). Moreover, the modern 
locality label gives the date of collection (month, day, and year), so 
that the student is able to recognize not only the general population 
involved, but by reassembling in unified series the specimens taken at 
one time and place is able to study the precise phase of the pope 
or micro-~population represented. The more extensive one's series and 
the more intimate one's knowledge of a fauna the more significance lo- 
cality labels assume. This "taxonomic" function of locality labels is 
independent of such light as they may throw on life history and ecology. 
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